
Adrienne Eadie Adams is the Speaker of the New York City Council. Elected in January 2022 by 

her colleagues, she leads the most diverse and the first women-majority Council in New York 

City history as the first-ever African American Speaker. Elected to the City Council in 

November 2017, she is also the first woman to represent District 28, which encompasses the 

Queens neighborhoods of Jamaica, Richmond Hill, Rochdale Village, and South Ozone Park. 

Under the leadership of Speaker Adams, the Council has been tackling long-standing inequities. 

She led the lawmaking body to advance women’s health by passing legislative packages to 

address persistent racial disparities in maternal health and expand access to abortion and 

reproductive healthcare. The Council, under Speaker Adams’ leadership, also directed the largest 

amount of municipal funding of any city in the nation to support direct access to abortion 

healthcare for those without an ability to pay.  

Speaker Adams has expanded support for crime victims in communities that experience high 

levels of violence but are underserved by traditional victim services. She created a new $5.1 

million budget initiative to fund community safety and victim services at the neighborhood level, 

and secured funding to establish New York State’s first four Trauma Recovery Centers.  

Speaker Adams and the Council prioritized addressing inequities in the city’s workforce, passing 

legislative packages to confront the historic lack of diversity in the FDNY and gender- and race-

based pay disparities that impact municipal workers. Speaker Adams also helped establish the 

CUNY Reconnect program that has helped thousands of working-age New Yorkers to return to 

college in pursuit of a degree after leaving school.  

Speaker Adams’ leadership has set a new tone for the Council’s leadership in addressing the 

City’s housing crisis. Under her leadership, the Council approved over 40 land use projects in 

2022, which will produce more than 12,000 units of housing, over 63% of which are affordable. 

Adams also put forward an aggressive Housing Agenda with a Fair Housing Framework to 

increase the equitable production of affordable housing development across the City, while 

prioritizing deeper affordability, housing preservation, and homeownership. 

During her first term in the Council, Speaker Adams secured a record level of funding for her 

district, which had endured years of disparity and disinvestment, including investments in 

schools, parks, libraries, housing, and sanitation services. As a member of the Budget 

Negotiating Team, she championed funding for cultural institutions, health care, digital access, 

child and adult literacy, community-based food pantries, small business assistance, as well as 

Fair Futures, an initiative providing mentorship and services for foster care youth. During the 

height of the COVID-19 pandemic, she fought to secure additional testing and vaccine sites in 

her district, which lacked equitable resources despite having one of the highest COVID-19 case 

rates in the entire City. While serving as Co-Chair of the Black, Latino, and Asian Caucus 

(BLAC) of the Council, Speaker Adams advocated for additional investments in foreclosure 

prevention programs, CUNY’s research institutions, and many other community support 

initiatives. Under her leadership, the City Council also funded the Education Equity Action Plan, 

an initiative to implement a comprehensive K-12 Black Studies Curriculum for all students in 

New York City’s public schools. 



As Chair of the Committee on Public Safety, Speaker Adams shepherded passage of critical 

reform legislation to improve police accountability and transparency. These included bills to end 

qualified immunity (making New York City the first city in the nation to enact such a law); 

require NYPD to document and report on vehicle stops with demographic breakdowns (race, 

gender, etc.); and empower the Civilian Complaint Review Board to initiate investigations into 

police misconduct. During her tenure as Chair of the Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public 

Sitings, and Dispositions, she played a key role in advancing the plan to close Rikers Island. 

Speaker Adams also passed legislation to reform the City’s tax lien sale to protect homeowners, 

extend protections for fast food workers, require transparency on the Administration for 

Children’s Services’ emergency removals of children, and return unused commissary funds to 

formerly incarcerated New Yorkers. 

Speaker Adams was raised in Hollis, Queens, as the daughter of two proud union workers. She 

attended St. Pascal Baylon Elementary School and Bayside High School. After briefly studying 

at CUNY’s York College, she earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from Spelman 

College in Atlanta, Georgia, minoring in Early Childhood Development. Prior to serving in the 

City Council, Speaker Adams worked professionally as a Corporate Trainer at several Fortune 

500 companies, specializing in Executive Training, Telecommunications Management, and 

Human Capital Management, and worked as a Childhood Development Associate Instructor, 

training child care professionals to obtain their Child Development Associate credentials in 

accordance with the standards set by the National Association for the Education of Young 

Children. 

Speaker Adams first entered public service as a member of Queens Community Board 12, the 

second largest community board in the borough. She was appointed Chair of the Education 

Committee, advocating for education equity and opposing school closures and co-locations. In 

recognition of her leadership, Speaker Adams was elected to three consecutive terms as Chair of 

Community Board 12, serving from December 2012 to November 2017. She advocated for 

improved delivery of services, economic opportunities, and better quality of life in Southeast 

Queens. 

As a community advocate, Speaker Adams served in leadership positions for community-based 

organizations and advisory committees. She was appointed by then Queens Borough President 

Melinda Katz to the Queens Public Library Board of Trustees, overseeing a 62-branch institution 

that maintained the highest circulation of any municipal library system in the country. 

Additionally, she was appointed to the Local Planning Committee for the Jamaica Downtown 

Revitalization Initiative and served as Co-Chair of the Jamaica NOW Leadership Council. In 

these roles, Speaker Adams guided more than $150 million in funding and investments for 

workforce and business development, education, health and wellness, housing, and transportation 

for the Downtown Jamaica area. 

Speaker Adams is an active member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, the first 

sorority for Black college-educated women. She is also a longstanding member of the NAACP 

and the National Action Network. 



Speaker Adams is a wife, mother, and grandmother (“cool Nona”) within her beloved blended 

family. 


